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Located in the southern part of the state’s Central Valley, Kern 
County is known for its diverse economy, which thrives on 
agriculture, oil production, and renewable energy. Bakersfield, 
the county seat and largest city, serves as a regional hub for 
commerce, culture, and transportation. 

Kern County’s landscape includes sprawling farmlands, arid 
deserts, and parts of the Sierra Nevada mountains, offering 
outdoor recreation opportunities like hiking, camping, and off-
roading. The county also plays a critical role in California’s energy 
sector, with numerous oil fields and wind farms. Rich in history 
and culture, Kern County is home to museums, music festivals, and 
historical sites that reflect its blend of rural charm and industrial 
significance.
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